- RESCUE MISSION

Furry Kids Refuge receives first grant en route to saving dog

By Pete Gutschenritter
The Journal Staff

To see just how far Lee’s Summit- |8

based Furry Kids Refuge goes to save
cats and animals, one doesn't have to
look much farther than Frank.

Frank, a Newfoundland mix
believed to be 10 to 12 years old, once
lived on the street with a homeless
man. Frank developed a yeast
infection in his skin and sacro-lumbar

stenosis, the narrowing of space for |

spinal nerves that could have left him

paralyzed.

Frank was seized by the [

Independence Animal Control and set
~ to be euthanized, until Kim Accurso,
| president of Furry Kids Refuge, came
to claim him.

“We had been watching him and
when his time came (to be euthanized),
we brought him in. We take in animals
like this. We don’t shy away from this
type of situation,” Accurso said.

Furry Kids Refuge is an all-
volunteer, not-for-profit organization

I See RESCUE on page 6
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Frank, a Newfoundland mix, was rescued by Kim Accurso, presi-
dent of Furry Kids Refuge, at the Independence Animal Control this
spring. Frank, believed to by 10 to 12 years old, is one of 70 cats and
dogs up for adoption. Profiles of the potential pets are available at
www.furrykidsrefuge.org.




RESCUE: Donations, volunteers needed to support group

M From page 1

that reles on donatioas %0 care
for the ammals ® rescues and
puts up for adoption. The group
hees establishad foster homes
across the Kansas City arca that
care for the pets before they are
sdopled

Frank"s situstion was wnique
in that the state he was in was
nee ftal. His modical bills
wmouniad 10 spproximaicly
S4.000, Accurso sad.
However, as they
10 give Frank the surgery be
desperately needed, Farry Kids
Refuge found some financial
relief mhea it received its first
gant from the loternct-basad
prow Oxthodogs Silver Lining
Foundation

The S1,000 grant from
OSLF, & mon-peofit ccganizstion
that prowvides assistance W0
servioe, rescue and companion
dogs with ondopodic nocds,
helped finance the surpery that
ssved Frank from potentially
being paralyzed.

“It was 50 wooderful and so
kind of (OSLF) to give us the
grand,” Accurso sabd. “It makes
things like this possible.™

Fraank, bke 69 other cats
anil l‘ils'! in the case of I‘IIT)
Kuls Refuge, are ow up for
adoption. Like donatsoes,
“Recver homes™  also  are
readad for Felmy. Kids Refuge
%o bo successful 18 ity effort 1o
roduce outhanczatioes,

“These are  wondérful, -
perfect pots — some  just
need more work than others,”
Accur said

More wrc two other dogs

currenily in the hands of the
Purry Kids Refuge that also are
 neod of finsncial ssststance

Bocewr s a l-yoarold
black Lab that bas a birth defect
in his right arm. From his right
¢low down %o his paw, he
suffers from the arm that is
underdeveloped and “Jooks like
a fin" in X-rays, Accurso sad
A prosthesss may be recdod for
Boomer.

Seanlcy s a Newfoundland
mix peppy who suffered from
the worst case of pocumona
Accunwy lus evar seen. He
bos since recoversd thanks 1o
a kd modcation and special
teatment  in an  oxypen-
onclosed tannel He will be
available for adoption mext
woek

“We give dogs like Frank,
Sunley snd Boomer a chesce,”
Acoarso sadd. "We doa’l pess
thom by just because they have
some e

Profiles on the dogs and
cats  avwilable for )
are posted om the Furry Kids
Refuge Web site, wuw.
flarrykidsrefege com. Accurso
and the group of volumcen
from Furry Kids Refupe also
20 to the Lee’s Summit Peko,
1860 NW. Chipeain  Rosdd,
with pets mvailable for adoption
from 11 am. 10 4 pm. on the
second and fourth Saverduys
each mwath in the winler
beginmang in December.

All animals in the care of

Furry Kids Refuge are spayved
or mowtered and receive all

wacisationi, are heartworm

tesfiod amd kept on preventatives

Adoptsca fecs range from $105
o $1T5 Ascurso sid,
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Galen Ericson (left) of Ericson Veterinary Hospital in Blue Mo, helped bring Frank up to good health after be was res-

cued from the Independence Animal Control by Kim Accurso

skiin and needed nine teeth

When Frank was rescued, he had a yeast infection in his
mmwm.mmhmuwfcmm

that could have left him paralyzed. Frank received a surgery that was pastially paid for by a grant Furry Kids Refuge received
from Orthodogs Silver Lining Foundation.

For  Accuno, a =i
descnbod animal lover, that's &
small price 1o pay to Limit the

oscaliting pumber of animals  over 6 mallion aimals doc i part of that numbsr if we didn’t
that arc cuthanized cach year  shelters each yeur™ Accursy  save them ™
“The masa we do thes is  said. “These kids would be



