Trixie, puppy mill survivor, needs your help

Ic’s hard to resist the charms of
a cute puppy, even for those who
identify themselves as dog non-
lovers. Trixie, a Shetland Sheep
Dog or “Sheltie,” probably quali-
fies as one of those cute puppies
that just might make you fork
over a few bucks. Bred at a puppy
mill in Altavista where genetic
problems are suspected, her own-
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excess funds they will be used by
the Animal League at Virgini
Tech to help other needy and
suffering pets in the communicy.
If you are able to help please send
donations to the Trixie Surgical
Fund at the Bank of Botetourr,
c/o Tracy Neff, PO. Box 175,

gene@ourvalley.org

Daleville, VA 24083.
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well in agility competitions. Neff isn't out to
shut down the breeder but believes the situa-
tion is being taken care of. His main concern

is Trixie, and Neff has already pur his tax

return toward the money needed for her oper-
ation. In effect one of her front legs is upside

down, with the paw turned the wrong way.
“Other than that she’s in good health, 1
think,” says Neff.

He doesn’t make a lot of money and his

wife is disabled, so the couple needs help. The

'second front leg is not as severely deformed

but will require surgery also.

“So far at the Bank of Botetourt we've
raised just over $1,000 and the OSL
Foundation has set aside $2,000 for Trixie,”
says Neff. “As stated on the flyer if there are
any excess funds when Trixie is all fixed up the
balance will be donated to the Animal League
at Virginia Tech. The Veterinary Teaching

Hospiral at Tech is cutting their fee and has
agreed to work with the OSLE”

The Neffs are still short about $1,000 for
her surgeries and will continue to rally for
Trixie — hoping she will live a normal happy
life. “Perhaps she’ll become somewhat of an
advocate for other dogs with health problems
in the community,” says Tracy Neff, who can
also be reached at their Halliahurst Avenue
home by calling 874-7056.




